Central motor conduction and glutamate deshydrogenase: activity in olivo-ponto-cerebellar atrophy.
Central motor conduction was investigated by way of magneto-electric cortico-spinal stimulation in 6 patients with sporadic olivo-ponto-cerebellar atrophy. Two patients were found to have reduced leucocyte GDH activity. Only the 3 patients with corticospinal deficits displayed increased central conduction rates, which were predominant in the lower limbs. The duration of the disease is statistically longer in patients with corticospinal deficit compared to patients with no corticospinal deficit. In OPCA, evoked motor potentials are useful in assessing the corticospinal deficit which does not appear to be linked to reduced leucocyte GDH activity.